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Media Advisory

The Heart Gallery of Central Texas Portraits will Premiere September 28th in a private ceremony 
DETAILS:  
On September 28th, The Heart Gallery of Central Texas will debut 110 portraits of 150 foster children that are in need of permanent homes. The portraits will make up the new traveling exhibit that will go around Central Texas for the following eight months. Now celebrating its seventh anniversary, this project of the Adoption Coalition of Texas helps generate awareness about the many foster children in Central Texas who are still awaiting adoption and need a forever family. Since its inception in the Austin area seven years ago, the Heart Gallery of Central Texas has generated a 60% success rate in the adoption of foster children in the Central Texas area into permanent homes. 
This year, the portrait premiere on September 28th will be held as a private ceremony that will include members, volunteers, caseworkers, and various donors and supporters in the community. Any groups interested in hosting an exhibit or mini-exhibit of the portraits in their place of business or venue after September 28th can contact the Adoption Coalition of Texas for more information. These efforts help educate the community on the adoption process and encourage people to reach out to a child in need. In Central Texas alone, there is a daily average of over 600 children awaiting adoption. These are all children who were removed from their natural families due to abuse or neglect. The Heart Gallery also helps inform the public about adoption, identify which children are available in their area, and break down common misconceptions regarding adoption. 
The 110 photos that will appear in the 2011 Heart Gallery of Central Texas would not be possible without the time and talent donated to the cause by more than 50 renowned Central Texas photographers. They volunteer their time to photograph the children, many of whom are older or special needs children, minorities, or part of a sibling group; all are considered hard-to-place children.   

The Heart Gallery of Central Texas is a project of the Adoption Coalition, in partnership with six CASA organizations across Central Texas. The Adoption Coalition is a nonprofit organization created in 2004 to focus on finding forever families for children languishing in the foster care system. The Adoption Coalition of Texas is comprised of private, nonprofit adoption agencies that include: Arrow Child and Family Ministries, Child Protective Services, Lutheran Social Services, Marywood Children and Families, and Pathways Youth and Family Services, whose mission is to work together to find forever families for abused and neglected children in foster care.
WEBSITES: 


www.heartgallerytexas.com

www.adoptioncoalitiontx.org
CONTACT:


Media: Michele Golden, Golden & Co. 


Email: michele@goldenandco.com

Phone: 713-252-6464


Sponsorship Inquiries: Lisa Reed/Adoption Coalition of Texas


Phone: 512-301-2825
###
“Heart Gallery of Central Texas 2011 Portrait Premiere”


Traveling Exhibit Features Children in Foster Care Awaiting Adoption 





Portrait program has 60% success rate in getting foster children adopted











