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Adoption Coalition Partners with Wendy’s To Kick Off November Tour for Heart Gallery Photo Exhibit
(Austin, Texas – November 1, 2006) – The Adoption Coalition of Texas and Wendy’s of Austin are partnering for the month of November 2006, to spread the word about foster care adoptions and kick off the tour of the unique Heart Gallery photo exhibit. Wendy’s will host 45“x 45” collages in 26 of their 29 Austin area restaurants featuring 30 portraits of the foster children from the original photo exhibit. The entire Heart Gallery photo exhibit features over 140 children in 91 portraits taken by 45 exuberant photographers who volunteered their time to showcase these foster children waiting for a forever home. 
 “As part of the Heart Gallery’s tour around Central Texas, we are thrilled about a partnership with Wendy’s and hosting the collages in their restaurants for November. This will help educate and draw attention to foster care adoptions in the Austin area,” commented Dr. Tracy Eilers, chair for the Heart Gallery of Central Texas and Executive Director for the Adoption Coalition of Texas, who produces the Heart Gallery event each year. The beautiful collages, titled ” There’s a New Smile Waiting to Join Your Family” promote what a difference adoption can make in a child’s life.
“Since Wendy’s founder Dave Thomas was an adoptee and adoption advocate, he enthusiastically spoke out to encourage people to consider foster care adoption”, stated Jason Near, co-owner of the Austin Wendy’s stores. “Wendy’s of Austin is proud to be involved with the national foundation and believe that getting involved with the Heart Gallery would be another terrific vehicle to promote foster care adoptions in Austin.” 
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Funding from the national Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption was also responsible for creating the first Central Texas Heart Gallery in 2005, which received national interest its first year. The 2006 Central Texas exhibit was unveiled in Austin on September 21st with overwhelming response again from both the community and families across the country. 
After the initial unveiling, the Heart Gallery tours around Austin and Central Texas promoting foster care adoptions for the over 500 children in Central Texas that need a permanent home. The exhibit is a project of the Adoption Coalition, in partnership with six CASA organizations across Central Texas. The Adoption Coalition of Texas is a non-profit organization created in 2003 to focus on finding forever families for children languishing in the foster care system.

There are an estimated 523,000 children in foster care in the United States, and more than 150,000 of them are      waiting to be adopted. In Central Texas alone, there is a daily average of 3,500 children in foster care with 500 waiting for adoption. Since 1987, the number of children in foster care has nearly doubled, and the average time a child remains in foster care has lengthened to nearly three years. Each year, approximately 20,000 children in foster care will age out of the system without ever being placed with a permanent family according to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families Administration on Children; Interim Estimates for FY 2003. 

###

About the Adoption Coalition of Texas:  The Adoption Coalition of Texas (ACT) is a public/private partnership of five nonprofit agencies and Child
Protective Services working together to find forever families for older children, sibling groups, and children with special needs, often referred to as 
forgotten children.  The Adoption Coalition of Texas partner agencies include: The Arrow Project, Child Placement Center, Lutheran Social Services of the South, Marywood Children Family Services, Pathways Youth and Family Services, and Child Protective Services.  These children are living in foster care, many for extended periods, and are waiting for a permanent family – a life of stability and love.  If you would like more information on the Adoption Coalition of Texas, The Heart Gallery of Central Texas, or to find out ways to help, visit www.adoptioncoalitiontx.org,  www.heartgallerytexas.com , or call Dr. Tracy Eilers at 512-301-2825.
About Wendy’s of Austin:  Wendy’s restaurants in Austin are owned by Dave and Jason Near through their company, Pisces Foods L.P. The Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption is a non-profit public charity created in 1992 by Dave Thomas. The foundation is dedicated to dramatically increasing the adoptions of the more than 140,000 children in North America’s foster care systems, by helping them find permanent homes and loving families. 

