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3rd Annual Backpack Drive

“STUFF THE BUS”

For Foster Children of Central Texas
MEDIA ADVISORY
The Austin community and generous local sponsors are joining forces

again to gather backpacks for Central Texas Foster Children
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WHO:


The Adoption Coalition of Texas, 102.3 The River, and Greater Austin area Wendy’s restaurants involve the Austin area community in backpack promotion to help foster children in Central Texas get ready for the school year.
WHAT:

A new backpack and $10 donation is about what is needed to get a foster child in Central Texas what they need for school this year -- 
The three week promotion and 3rd Annual Backpack Drive, “Stuff the Bus”, is the annual fundraiser put on by the Adoption Coalition of Texas (ACT) to raise backpacks for the foster children of Central Texas. 102.3 The River and Wendy’s in the greater Austin area have partnered with ACT to host this unique back to school promotion that will benefit the foster children as they prepare for the upcoming school year. The event also coincides with the Tax Free Weekend so shoppers can save, and donate to a great cause at the same time. 
August 21 will mark a special day when 102.3 The River’s “live” promotion will be held at The Grove at Southpark Meadows in South Austin. The goal of the all day broadcast and promotion is to urge the Austin community to stop by and help fill “stuff the bus” - a school bus - with new backpacks along with a $10 donation. The goal for the promotion is to raise $2,500 in cash and gather at least 200 backpacks for the foster kids. From now through August 21, 2009 backpack donations will also be taken at the Greater Austin area Wendy’s locations and 102.3 The River studios. Austin’s generous business community is also helping as some local corporations and groups have offered to 
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receive donations or have donated to the effort. Information is also available at www.adoptioncoalitiontx.org and www.theriver1023.com
To help with some back-to-school fun and in support of the foster children and their families, the Ringling Bros. Barnum and Bailey Circus, which will be in town during the event and will again host 150 foster kids and their families to a free day at the circus.

All backpacks will be donated to foster children from the Central Texas area on August 22 at a 

separate location.. 

WHEN/WHERE:


The main backpack and $10 donation day will be on Friday, August 21 from 6a.m. - 7p.m. with 102.3 The River’s all day “live” broadcast, held at The Grove at Southpark Meadows (9500 IH35 southbound service road). Greater Austin area Wendy’s restaurants will also be taking backpack and school supply[image: image4.png]


 donations until August 21th at their locations.
WHY:


To aid children in foster care by helping meet their needs for new backpacks, a daily item usually taken for granted.  In Central Texas alone, there is an average of 600 children in the foster care system on a daily basis waiting for adoption into a permanent home.  These children attend elementary through high school, and are in great need of new backpacks and materials for this upcoming school year.  The event is being coordinated with The Adoption Coalition of Texas, a nonprofit organization created in 2003 to focus on finding forever families for children.  The Adoption Coalition of Texas focuses on community awareness and education about children in foster care, recruitment of potential families and systemic change with the goal of ultimately increasing the number of kids who get adopted.
Note to Media: the August 21 event will provide a great photo and video opportunity with  entertainment from high school bands, dance groups, and kids from local schools and churches coming by to support the collections at The Grove during the afternoon timeframe. Foster kids and their families will also be helping that day with the backpack collections. Interviews are available that morning with organizers for the event and families.
CONTACT: 
Media: Michele Golden


            Email: michele@goldenandco.com

            Phone: 713-252-6464 cell
Did you know?
There is no fee to adopt from the foster care system! Whether you are working directly with the State or with a private nonprofit agency, it does not matter – none of these agencies will charge you a fee to adopt. 

Many of you have probably heard that it costs $25,000 to adopt a child…or something along those lines. That does not apply to adoptions from the foster care system!
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