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ADOPTION COALITION PARTNERS WITH 102.3 THE RIVER AND WENDY’S FOR THIRD YEAR IN SUCCESSFUL EFFORT TO 
HELP FOSTER CHILDREN GET BACK TO SCHOOL
The 3rd Annual Backpack Drive will encourage the Austin Community to donate 

Backpacks with a $10 donation to “STUFF THE BUS”
(Austin, TX) – August 5, 2009 -- The Adoption Coalition of Texas will partner with 102.3 The River and participating Wendy’s restaurants to host the 3rd Annual Backpack Drive – “Stuff the Bus” - in helping foster kids get back to school. This three-week effort will provide foster children in Central Texas with new backpacks and materials for the upcoming school year. The event also coincides with the Tax Free Weekend that starts that same Friday, August 21st so shoppers can save and also donate to a great effort.
The special donation day for the backpack promotion will be held on August 21st with a “live” broadcast from 6 am – 7 pm by 102.3 The River. The broadcast will be held at The Grove at Southpark Meadows to showcase the generous donations and support of the Austin community and local businesses. The “live” broadcast will include on-air speakers, dance groups, local bands and school band performances during the afternoon timeframe. The goal of this entertaining promotion is to get the Austin community to join in and help fill a school bus with the much needed backpacks for children in foster care and raise $2,500 for supplies. New backpacks along with a $10 donation, which will help one child get prepared for the school year, will be accepted on-site all day. Backpack donations will also be taken through August 21th at the Greater Austin area Wendy’s restaurants who are partnering with the event. Other corporate groups have contacted the organization and offered to assist with donations at their sites as well and are outlined on the attached list. Austin’s corporations are encouraged to get involved and contact the Adoption Coalition about accepting backpacks or making financial
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donations to assist in the goal. More information can also be found at www.adoptioncoalitiontx.org or www.theriver1023.com. The backpacks will be distributed to the kids at a private party on August 22nd. 
In the spirit of offering some additional fun and support for area foster families the Barnum Bros. Bailey Circus will be in Austin during August and is hosting 150 kids and families to a free circus day of entertainment. 

“This is our third year for this successful event and the community support has already been  overwhelming and we have just started! I have been receiving calls for weeks about donations and the public wanting to assist us again.” We hope to gather at least 200 backpacks this year and raise $2,500 for the goal so we can fill up a school bus,” stated Dr. Tracy Eilers, Executive Director for the Adoption Coalition of Texas. “Once again, the Austin community is joining together for this great cause, to help these foster children get back to school.”

There are an estimated 513,000 children in the foster care system in the United States, and more than 114,000 of them are waiting to be adopted.  In Central Texas alone, there is a daily average of 3,500 children in foster care with 600 waiting for adoption. Each year, approximately 24,000 children in foster care will age out of the system without ever being place with a permanent family according to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families Administration on Children; September 2005. Approximately 1,000 of those children are from Central Texas and most of whom are older children sibling groups and harder to place children.
About the Adoption Coalition of Texas:

The Adoption Coalition of Texas (ACT) is a coalition of Child Protective Services and nonprofit child placing agencies whose mission is to find families for children languishing in the foster care system. This is accomplished through community awareness and education about kids in foster care, recruitment of families, and systemic change with the goal of ultimately increasing the number of kids who get adopted. The Adoption Coalition of Texas partner agencies include: The Arrow Project, Child Placement Center, Lutheran Social Services of the South, Marywood Children Family Services, Pathways Youth and Family Services, and Child Protective Services. The Heart Gallery of Central Texas is one of ACT’s several recruitment projects. These children are living in foster care, many for extended periods, and are waiting for a permanent family – a life of stability and love.  To learn more, or to find out ways to help, please visit www.adoptioncoalitiontx.org, www.heartgallerytexas.com or call Dr. Tracy Eilers at 512-301-2825. The Adoption Coalition of Texas operates as a special 501(c)3 project of the Austin Community Foundation.
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